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ginning to end. But doesn't it occur to you that the
effort involved, the putting into action of complicated
police machinery throughout the country, was a trifle
unnecessary?"
" Well, I don't know/' Hanslet replied in a puzzled
tone. " The man had to be found somehow."
Dr. Priestley smiled. " You must bear in mind the
Superintendent's position, Faversham," he said. " As
a prominent officer of police, he not unnaturally holds
the view that the community should spare no trouble or
expense to secure the arrest of a criminal. Whether
you or I agree with him is a different matter/*
''Oh, I agree with him!" Faversham exclaimed.
" Uf> to a certain point, that is. 1 think that instances
do occur in which no great harm would be done, and a.
lot of money would be saved, by letting the criminal
escape. If in the long run he could escape, that is. And
that brings me to what I really meant. Time would
have done the Superintendent's work, and far more
economically."
" I should like to near you elaborate that statement,
Faversham/' remarked Dr. Priestley.
Sir Alured lay back in his chair, and blew a cloud
of fragrant smoke into the air. " It's a matter that has
often interested me," he replied, " I'm by way oi
being a student of criminology. I have to be, since I am
constantly being called as an expert witness where
pathological questions are involved. And I have come
to the conclusion that, under ordinary circumstances,
no member of a civilised community can disappear in-
definitely. They may* be lost to sight for a longer or
shorter period, but eventually they are bound to be
found."
" 1 can't altogether agree with you there, Sir Alured/'
said HansM, with due deference, " There are quite a